National Library of Estonia – overview of exhibition and conference centre activities
1. Overview 2007

The National Library has an important role as a cultural centre, where 
exhibitions, conferences, theatre performances, concerts and other 
cultural events are held.

Exhibitions:

- total 68

- 20 of them cooperated international projects
- 21 of them book-exhibitions 

- 9 of them on the bases of the collections of the National Library of Estonia

There are 8 different exhibition areas and galleries. Two permanent exhibitions are as follows: 

1) In 1996 the Eduard Wiiralt Gallery was opened on the 3rd floor of the Library. The Gallery, initiated by Estonian art collectors living outside Estonia Harry Männil and Henry Radevall, exhibits works by Wiiralt, the famous Estonian graphic artist.

2) In 2008 the Gallery of Estonian State Decorations was opened in the fifth floor of the Library. The history of Estonian´s state decorations is an inseparable part of the history of the Republic of Estonia. In the Gallery are exhibited all restored state decorations which are granted by the Republic of Estonia – the Order of the National Coat of Arms, the Order of the White Star, the Order of the Cross of the Eagle, the Order of the Estonian Red Cross, and the Order of the Cross of Terra Mariana; in addition the Cross of Liberty, the bestowal of which was terminated in 1925.

Conference Centre:

- total 876 events
- 278 trainings
- 250 seminars
- 188 conferences
- 400 costumers
- over 55 000 visitors
- 131 spectacles


You may find description of available halls and rooms at: http://www.nlib.ee/12090
2. Overview of the history, building and functions
Foundation
On 21 December 1918, the Provisional Government of the Estonian Republic took the decision to establish the State Library. The primary collection of the library was about 2000 titles necessary for lawmaking and government, and the first users were the members of Parliament (Riigikogu). The library was situated in two small rooms of Toompea Castle, the Parliament building.

In the time of the independent Republic of Estonia the library developed and grew quickly. In the summer of 1919, the library began to receive a legal deposit copy of all printed matter published in Estonia. The first foreign exchange agreements were made in 1921. In 1935 Estonia celebrated the 400th anniversary of the first book in Estonian known at that time - a catechism by Wanradt-Koell. The same year saw the founding of the Mandatory Deposit Collection of Estonian Printed Matter and the systematic acquisition of literature concerning Estonia and the Baltics began. By the end of the 1930's the State Library had become much more than a government library. The number of items in the collection reached about 50 000 and the readership included several outstanding intellectuals, cultural, and public figures.

With the Soviet occupation, the library became a regular public library (1944), run in conformity with Soviet library regulations. The library work underwent profound changes: all links with foreign libraries were severed, and Russian publications predominated, the majority of it constituting Soviet legal deposit copies. The majority of Estonian publications were placed in restricted access collections.

In 1953, the State Library was named after Friedrich Reinhold Kreutzwald, an outstanding public figure of the National Awakening Period of Estonia and author of the Estonian national epic poem "Kalevipoeg". By 1953, the collection of the library had already reached a million items.

The liberation movement that began in the Baltic countries in the second half of the 1980's as well as the restoration of the independent Republic of Estonia on August 20, 1991 considerably changed the role of the library. In 1988, Fr. R. Kreutzwald State Library was renamed the National Library of Estonia with its aim to collect, permanently preserve and make publicly accessible documents published in the Estonian language and in Estonia as well as concerning Estonia or including information about Estonia. In 1989, the National Library of Estonia regained its status as a parliamentary library responsible for serving the information needs of Parliament and Government.

Today, the National Library of Estonia is a legal entity in public law which operates pursuant to the National Library of Estonia Act, passed by the Riigikogu in 1998 and amended in 2002, and the Articles of Association. The collegial decision-making power is vested in the Supervisory Board of the National Library, appointed by the Riigikogu.

The building
The new site of the National Library, an eight-storey building, was constructed between 1985 and 1993. Both the library building and its interior were designed by Estonians - architect Raine Karp and designer Sulev Vahtra. The entrance is to the third level of the library, the depositories are located on the two underground levels. The finishing material is dolomite from Saaremaa, the main façade is embellished by a huge rose window by Rait Prääts. It is the largest library in the Baltic states, capable of seating over 600 readers at any one time; 90 of them can use computer workplaces. There are 20 readingrooms, the stacks are designed to hold five million volumes (at the beginning of 2008 the library's collections amounted to 3,4 million items) and are furnished with shelves and equipment necessary for preserving the publications.
Functions
The National Library of Estonia is: 

· a national library collecting, storing and making publicly accessible items published in Estonia, in Estonian, or about Estonia, regardless of their place of publication, and maintaining the State database for a national bibliography of Estonian documents; the national centre for statistics on book publishing and Estonian libraries; the national ISBN, ISMN and ISSN agency; 

· a parliamentary library providing information services to the Parliament (Riigikogu), the Government, to government institutions and the Office of the President; 

· a research library for the Humanities and Social Sciences providing information for research activities and offering a wide range of information services; 

· a LIS information centre that provides LIS information to those interested and further training in the LIS field in Estonia; the publisher of material on library and book science as well as the journal Raamatukogu (Library), the only Estonian scholarly periodical for librarians; an active member of the international library community; 

· a cultural centre where various book and art exhibitions are held, along with concerts, conferences, theatre performances, film presentations and other cultural activities.

Cultural Centre
The National Library has an important role as a cultural centre, where exhibitions, conferences, theatre performances, concerts and other cultural events are held.

The National Library is in every way a suitable partner for organising exhibitions, because it is a site of cultural contacts by its nature: after all, the Library cooperates with numerous Estonian and foreign cultural institutions every day. Common ideas have inspired spectacular events. The National Library has successfully cooperated with other libraries, artistic associations and foreign embassies in Estonia.

The exhibition galleries, stairways and cloisters of the National Library building with neutral dolomite walls have inspired artists to expose their works here. A great number of visitors is another advantage. Book displays, and photo and art exhibitions by old masters and art students, amateur and professional artist are among those organised at the Library.
The National Library’s Conference Centre has operated since the opening of the new library building. The Centre annually serves over 700 public events, ranging from training sessions to large international conferences and fairs. Good location, interesting architecture and wide variety of professional services have contributed to attract the clients. The National Library’s Theatre, opened in 2001, operates as an open stage, where all new ideas and proposals for cooperation are welcomed.
You may also find a little photo gallery about the building of the National Library of Estonia by The European Library portal: http://www.theeuropeanlibrary.org/exhibition/countries/estonia.html
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